Article :  Turtle Attraction or Turtle Destruction

Ironically, the island’s biggest threat — and by extension a threat to the turtles — may come from the unspoiled coastline itself. With 50km of beautiful, uninhabited beaches, the island is likely to become a magnet for sun-seekers, especially if the government’s plans to develop the area for tourism go through.

Because of poor soils and regular droughts, only 10 per cent of Cape Verde’s land is suitable for agriculture. Like other small-island states with limited resources, the government is trying to boost revenue through tourism development, including actively promoting foreign investments throughout the archipelago. This strategy is starting to pay off as the number of tourists visiting Cape Verde has jumped from 67,000 in 2000 to 178,000 in 2004, with about 60 per cent of all visitors coming from Italy, Germany, and its former colonial ruler, Portugal.

Boa Vista is part of the development strategy. The island now has the second most hotel rooms in Cape Verde, with more than 1,200 beds in 12 hotels. Four more are under construction, including two large resorts that will double the island’s accommodation capacity. Some suggest that future tourism development will increase the island’s capacity to 30,000 beds within 20 years.

To help reach that projection, Boa Vista has been chosen as the site of one of three planned international airports. Currently, there is only one main international airport on the island of Sal.

“With the new airport, we believe that up to one million tourists could visit Boa Vista each year,” says Ricardo Monteiro, WWF’s Programme Officer in Cape Verde.

“However, the planning process lacks transparency. Nothing has been done to assess the potential effect of land speculation, inflation, and increased immigration to the island. And, it does not address the likely negative impact on the natural beauty and biodiversity of the island.”

For example, a project on the island of Sal aims to build a marina and a tourist resort for 15,000 people in the middle of a marine protected area where humpback whales feed. Around Praia, Cape Verde’s capital, large-scale tourism projects are already being developed, copying the successes of the “nearby” Canary Islands — some 1,500km to the north. But not everyone wants Cape Verde to become one big resort.
Turtle conservation campaign - 07

Every year the municipality run a conservation campaign from June to

September and in the last 2 years with  WWF's as a partner. The 
conservation campaign have 2 main objectives: surveillance of the

beaches to avoid human predation and disturbance and conservation

(collecting data on the turtles). Ecotouristic activities are also

promoted during the season and are controlled by the municipality.

Tickets are sold in the hotels and there are arranged visits to the

nesting sites. This year they are going to do the same and I strongly

recommend every one who wants to do that to contact the hotels and other

authorised agencies because there will be surveillance on the beaches.

More information will come in the future days. There will be trained

people to give all the necessary information on sea turtles, specially

Caretta caretta during the tours.

Partnerships
WWF looks at businesses to partner on an international and global basis to both change their practices as well as generate income.
Turtles: Quote from Bill Ballingall - 06
I've attended a couple of lectures about turtles; as you may - or may not - know, I live and work in Angola, and there is a significant turtle conservation programme in Angola. 

What I do know, however, that if a female gets disturbed coming out of the water to lay her eggs on the beach, she will back off, and return to the sea without laying her eggs, and it will be years before she will return.  And any such disturbance will be caused by some sort of human activity. 

I understand that all eggs laid on a piece of beach will generally all hatch at the same time, during a full moon, making for a huge scramble to the sea by the hatchlings.  This is when they are at their most vulnerable from predators.   I don't know what the natural predators are in Sal; I've not seen many seagulls, for example.
Article: Marine Turtles- 07
“Marine turtles have been wiped out on almost all of the other Cape Verdean islands, but they have thrived so far on Boa Vista where human predation and pressure is lower,” says Dr Luis Felipe Lopez, a 64-year-old Spanish biology professor from Las Palmas University.

Marine turtles have been wiped out on almost all of the other Cape Verdean islands, but they have thrived so far on Boa Vista where human predation and pressure is lower,” says Dr Luis Felipe Lopez, a 64-year-old Spanish biology professor from Las Palmas University. Lopez is leading a local conservation group, Natura 2000, to protect the turtles’ nesting habitat at Ervatao. 

With only 4,200 people living on the 620km2 island — mostly inhabiting the small town of Sal Rei and a few neighboring villages — Boa Vista is one of the archipelago’s most pristine islands. But for how long?

